TASTES AND AMUSEMENTS

probably Mrs. Washington's, as her name is written
in one, and her husband's in none. Writing to his
grandson, Washington warned him that "light read-
ing (by this, I mean books of little importance) may
amuse for the moment, but leaves nothing solid
behind"

One element of Washington's reading which can-
not be passed over without notice is that of news-
papers. In his early life he presumably read the
only local paper of the time (the Virginia Gazette}*
for when an anonymous writer, "Centmel," in 1756,
charged that Washington's regiment was given over
to drunkenness and other misbehavior, he drew up
a reply, which he sent with ten shillings to the news-
paper, but the printer apparently declined to print
it, for it never appeared.

After the Revolution he complained to his Phila-
delphia agent, " I have such a number of Gazettes,
crowded upon me (many without orders) that they
are not only expensive, but really useless; as my
other avocations will not afford me time to read
them oftentimes, and when I do attempt it, find
them more troublesome, than profitable; I have
therefore to beg, if you Should get Money into your
hands on Acct of the Inclosed Certificate, that you
would be so good as to pay what I am owing to
Messrs Dunlap & Claypoole, Mr. Oswald & Mr.
Humphrey's. If they consider me however as en-
gaged for the year, I am Content to let the matter
run on to the Expiration of it" During the Presi-
dency he subscribed to the Gazette of the United
States, Brown's Gazette, Dunlap's American Adver-ations from
